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CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WASHINGTON
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Woong Hee Cho
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January 16, 2009
Woong Hee Cho
8380 SE 43rd Street
Mercer Island, WA  98040
	Project:
	Cho Residence Revision – East Rockery 

	Location:

	3037 67th Avenue SE

	
	Mercer Island, WA  98040

	Permit Application Number:
	0802-120 Rev.2


Dear Mr. Cho:
Due to incomplete information the City of Mercer Island Development Services is unable to perform a complete building plan review on the above referenced project for conformance with the following codes, as adopted and amended by the State of Washington and the City of Mercer Island: 
· 2006 International Residential Code (IRC)

· 2006 International Building Code (IBC), as applicable

· Mercer Island City Code (MICC)
Please note that you may be contacted by the City Arborist, Fire Marshal, Development Engineer, or Planner with additional comments.

A full review of the permit documents cannot be completed until the permit application documents are fully coordinated and all comments have been sufficiently addressed (see below).  A second round of comments and corrections will likely be required.

Please respond to the following comments:
Geotechnical:

GT1. Provide a revised site plan (to scale) indicating the following:

a. Revisions to rockery wall location (if any);

b. Revisions to top of wall and bottom of wall spot elevations;

c. Revisions to existing and new contour lines / topography;

d. Revisions to site stair;

e. Extent of excavation, including encroachment into City right-of-way.
GT2. Note that the geotechnical engineer’s reduced site plan with handwritten notes provided with this submittal does not adequately document the proposed revisions to this project, is not to scale, and appears to be in conflict with the approved site plan on sheet SITE 1.  Please address.
GT3. Indicate the location of east property line on the rockery detail provided and clarify the extent of any temporary encroachment into the City right-of-way during construction.  Note that a separate right-of-way permit may be required for such work - contact the City of Mercer Island development engineer for more information.

GT4. Provide a letter from the geotechnical engineer addressing the following issues:

a. Verify that their assessment of the loading on this wall includes vehicle surcharges from the adjacent parking strip and road including HS-20 loading (42,000 lbs GVW) along the right-of-way;  

b. Verify that the proposed rockery can support the surcharges noted above in addition to the soil load;

c. Verify that the proposed site work can occur on this site during the wet season and provide additional recommendations as necessary; 

d. Verify that the existing cut is sufficiently stable and acceptable without further mitigation measures or provide additional recommendations as necessary;
e. Verify that their statement of risk for this project (per page 6 of 3/27/08 letter) applies to this revised scope of work as well and revise this statement of risk to include the proposed work.   
Nonstructural:
N1. Provide stair information for the site stair at the front walk that intersects the rockery including construction, riser and tread information (R311.5), minimum illumination (R303.6), handrail requirements (R311.5.6), guardrail requirements (R312), top and bottom elevations, etc. 

N2. Please note that all proposed revisions shall be clouded and that only revisions noted on these drawings as ‘REV. 2’ will be reviewed for code compliance.  Reference shall be made to the approved permit set dated 5/18/08 for complete information.  
The above comments should be responded to in itemized letter form.  Revisions should be clearly indicated and clouded on the plans.  Resubmit two copies of revised drawings and one copy of structural calculations as required.  If you have any questions or require additional clarification, please contact me at (206) 275-7710 or e-mail me at: brian.mcwatters@mercergov.org.  
Sincerely,
Brian McWatters
Building Plans Examiner
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